Dukes County Commissioners

Minutes

Wednesday, February 22, 2018
4:00 p.m.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC):  John Alley – Chair, Gretchen Tucker Underwood – Vice Chair, 
Tristan Israel, Bob Zeltzer, Leon Brathwaite, ** Christine Todd and ** David Holway,
**Attended via telephone    

County Staff Present: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade - Administrative Assistant to County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – County Treasurer, Ann Metcalf – Asst. County Treasurer, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Manager, Paulo DeOliveira – Register of Deeds and JoAnn Murphy – Dukes County Veteran’s Agent, Joseph Sollitto – County Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Others:  Joanie Ames – MVTV, Bob Rosenbaum – Vice Chair MV Airport Commission and Rich Saltzbreg MV Times    

John called the DCC meeting to order at 4:01PM.

Minutes:

Leon/Christine made a motion to certify an excerpt of the February 7, 2018 Dukes County Commissioner’s meeting minutes February 7, 2018 as presented. So voted. Leon yes, Gretchen yes, Bob yes, Tristan yes, John yes, Christine yes and David abstains. Motion carries. 

Leon/Tristan made a motion to approve the January 3, 2018 minutes as presented. So voted. Leon yes, Gretchen yes Bob abstain, Tristan yes, John yes, David yes and Christine abstains. Motion carries. 

Airport Financing:

Noreen presented a note borrowing for $450k for the short term loan for the airport. All present Dukes County Commissioners signed and Joseph Sollitto signed as Dukes County Clerk. A discussion was held. Christine asked if she and David will need to sign at a later date. Noreen said no, because we had enough DCC members present in the room.
John and Leon left at 4:16pm.

New Business:
Bob said the last DCC meeting discussed opening up the application period for people who might be considered for various appointments, including the Airport Commission. He said process of advertising is supposed to bring in the best candidates and the ad that ran in the Martha’s Vineyard Times was very small. He suggested sending editorial letters to the newspapers in an effort to attract more qualified candidates. Bob said he was disappointed the new applicant for the Airport Commission had never been to an Airport Commission meeting, he had perused some of the Airport Commission meeting minutes that were online; there was an Airport Commission meeting the day after he interviewed for the position and he did not attend that meeting. Bob said he is unsure was to why this candidate would apply for the Airport Commission because he has shown little interest. He also said he would like to reopen the application process and invites all the candidates to the next meeting including the person that sent his application late and interview any candidates that have not yet been interviewed.  A discussion was held.  Tristan said the County only advertises in one paper and has for some time. He said he would love to have more candidates but if the DCC sets a deadline and change it because we don’t like what is happening politically that is not good government. Christine said as an elected official, she owes it to her constituents to do the best job she can and one of the most important duties is appointing the Airport Commission. She said the process is flawed and the DCC should take seriously the candidate the DCC appoints including their skill set and their commitment to the Airport. Gretchen said the County should follow the standard process as established in prior meetings. Christine said the DCC is not forced to vote for any candidate that applies and can decide not to vote for those candidates. Tristan said the DCC should strengthen the process but the process should not be changed this year. Several motions were made but the DCC did not have a quorum to vote because Leon and John had left the meeting early.            

Tristan/Bob made a motion to adjourn. So voted. Bob yes, Tristan yes, Gretchen yes, Christine yes, David yes. Motion carries.

The DCC meeting adjourned at 4:33pm.
Certified by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the Official Records:

· Agenda

· Print out of Ad from MV Times advertising vacant appointments
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